Letters from members of the PCJDS 

8th grade graduating class

Dear people of Pinellas County,

There are no words one could use to describe the Day School. In my case, however, I can only describe it as thus - my whole life. For 9 years I have attended the Day School, and not one of those years was unproductive and most of all, not one of those 9 wonderful years were spent with me being unhappy at the choice of being a student here. It started in Kindergarten, where I learned my ABC’s with Mrs. Fried (a fantastic teacher). Kindergarten students in other schools were also learning their ABC’s, of course. But, I was also starting to study a huge part of my people, Hebrew. I’m sure that no other school in our area was teaching 6 year olds a second language. Now, being in the 8th grade with Morah Ilana, I can speak full conversations in Hebrew, read it without mistake, and translate it right away. I am 100 percent confident that I could take a trip to Israel, right now, and be able to get around with no problem. That is all thanks to the Pinellas County Jewish Day School, and only the Jewish Day School.  They not only teach the language, but the heritage. I honestly feel a part of the Jewish people after learning about our history and what is still going on today with our people. These years at PCJDS have taught me what it feels like to be a part of a community, part of a people. It just makes me feel so good coming to a place where I know I’m always going to be accepted, always going to have people to talk to, and always going to have a family. Everyone is so united and so connected on a level that it truly is a PCJDS family.  

One thing that just blows my mind about this school is Teffilah. We, as in the students, lead a whole service. We LEAD a service! Not only do we lead, but we read Torah. Not only do we read Torah, but we study it! There is just so much to be said about the academics and the Jewish heritage and Jewish way of life taught that I cannot write it all down in this letter. It also teaches morale and the tools you need to be a successful and righteous person in the world. It teaches the basic principles for being not just a good person, but a good Jewish person.

I am not going to lie (one of the many things I’ve learned here), but I am not a very religious person. I don’t go to temple every Shabbat, I don’t keep Shabbat. I don’t keep kosher. I could make a list of what I do and don’t do in my religion. Now, I have heard that some people think that the school is too religious. I have something to say about that. There is no such thing as being “too religious”. I think the correct term is “practicing closer to the rules than me.” In my lifetime, I have met people who go to sleep exactly when they are supposed to. Does that make them better than me? NO. Just because someone follows how it is said in the Torah doesn’t mean that they are better than one another. Everyone is entitled to their opinions, however, I feel as if some of these people are just scared that it might make them look bad for not following the rules exactly. And that is ok!! I don’t follow the rules exactly but I thank the school for giving me opportunities to see how maybe yeah, once in a while I can light candles. And hey, maybe I will go to synagogue next Shabbat because that is just how great the Day School is. It does not shame you because you’re not the most religious. It gives opportunities for ways you think you may be able to improve yourself.

Not only do the teachers themselves show you different methods of Judaism, the Day School brings all different types of rabbis from all over to tell you about their way of practicing Judaism. The people here don’t want you to come out of the Day School thinking you have to be a Conservative Jew. They show you different ways so you can pick the one that fits you the most. The one you feel most comfortable with. And that is something that not even synagogues or other Jewish Schools do.

It breaks my heart to know that people can’t appreciate the school like my family and I can. The Solomon family has been at PCJDS for about 14 years. Leaving a school like this makes me terribly sad and it really makes me dread the day that graduation rolls around and I am officially not a student here. I know I keep saying this, but it’s so true. The environment here is like nothing anyone can experience at any other school. I am friends with kids younger than me, graduates, everybody here loves everybody else and you feel it in the air, I promise. You can see it, on the playground, in the classrooms, on the field. Everything is simply perfect in my eyes. I would not change a moment of my experience here for the world. 

The Day School is the center of the Jewish Community in the Pinellas area. People moved here for the school, and now belong to the temples and here and all around. A lack of appreciation and a lack of effort put into the school, will lead to the synagogues to slowly, but surely, face hardships. This would mean that Hebrew School, and USY/Kadima in many areas will also slowly deteriorate. 

Personally, I know that if I weren’t at the Day School, I wouldn’t be half the person I am today. I am comfortable being myself around everybody, in and out of school, because of the people here. I remember one time when I was at my camp, and we went to the dollar store. I waltzed in there singing “I love the Dollar Store” and people in the store started laughing at me and I didn’t care. I know that after this year, I am going to experience hate and people talking about me. The Day School, though, will always be there for me. I can always come back to this one place, no matter how many years and kids go through the school, and have a spot here for me. I love the Pinellas County Jewish Day School, and it will always have a place with me. 

With much passion,

Heather Solomon

************************************

To friends and parents of P.C.J.D.S,
    My name is Maya Jacobson and I am in the 8th grade class at P.C.J.D.S.  I moved to Florida in 4th grade.  When I first came in 4th grade I was shy and really quiet. I didn't have much confidence in myself. I felt very insecure.  I rarely spoke up in class or stated my beliefs. Now, my class knows me as the women's rights activist who stands on chairs to state her beliefs during debates.  P.C.J.D.S has helped the person I truly am come out. A person I am proud to be.  A young woman who embraces her Judaism, sings to the world, and knows who she is.
        When I was diagnosed with type 1 Diabetes in July of 2008 I was welcomed with open arms by my class. Instead of saying things like, “Ewwwww… that’s gross! You can’t sit with us!”. My amazing class said, “You’re so brave! Can I push the button on your blood tester?” . I owe a lot of who I am to my class and I will be forever grateful to each one.  Today I am a co-class president of my 8th grade class.
      This year each of my class members wrote a college level research paper on innovations.  Most of these papers were an average of 2,000 words. The teachers at P.C.J.D.S put their heart into every lesson they teach.  I love my class with the same love I feel for my family. The school is my family, and the one thing I’ve learned from being in a family is “families must stick together through the thick and the thin.” Thank you.

 Sincerely,

Maya Jacobson
********************************************

To whom it may concern,
    I am an 8th grade graduating student at Pinellas County Jewish Day School. PCJDS is an amazing school to go to. This school has definitely had a huge part in making me who I am today. I have been going to PCJDS since kindergarten. I used to be more shy than I am now. My friends that I have made in the nine years that I have been going to PCJDS have helped me come out of my shell. The class of nineteen that I am in is like a family. I don't know what I would do without all of the friends that I have made. They have helped me through so much. PCJDS is an amazing school and the environment that you are in is wonderful. The teachers are great and are very kind. I have learned so much. PCJDS has taught me a lot about the Jewish history and culture. PCJDS has taught me many life lessons and I feel like I am well prepared for next year in high school. I would not be the person I am today if I had not gone to PCJDS. 
Sincerely,
Sarah Webb
*********************************************

Dear P.C.J.D.S. parents,
 My classmates and I decided to write letters to encourage families to return to the school in the fall.
I have been at P.C.J.D.S. for nine years, come summertime. This school has shaped me to be who I am today. At this school I have learned Jewish values and traditions. Our school is connected with this Jewish community, and the Jewish community is very important to me also. The curriculum, including the Hebrew classes, has been the best education I could have received. 
            Being at P.C.J.D.S. helped prepare me for my Bat Mitzvah. I would like to believe that if it wasn’t for my school I would not have done as well as I did on the day I became a Bat Mitzvah. Also, on my big day I did mess up on one particular prayer that I had practiced for so long. It was a different tune but I chose that different tune because it had special meaning. I was about to perform the special tune for the prayer ‘L’Dor Va’Dor’.   As I opened my mouth to sing I forgot the tune. I started making up a tune, which didn’t work out, but then I sort of had the beginning and then some of my classmates started singing along and that really helped me. If it wasn’t for them, I think we would have been working on that song until the sun came down.
I am so close with my classmates. We are practically family. I have grown up with them. We have stuck together through the good times and the bad. I think the worst part of my teenage life will be saying goodbye to my school family. Most of us will be going to separate high schools. Some will stay together and others will go to schools where they won’t know anyone. I know this is typical for 8th graders but I believe at our school it means something different.
            Also, the faculty members are more like the best aunts and uncles. If you don’t understand something, they will know how to help you because at P.C.J.D.S. it’s personal. My middle school teachers and several other faculty members know me so well; they probably know me better than I know myself. The friends you make and the faculty members that helped me through my days at P.C.J.D.S. are better than any you will find anywhere else. 
            Although it is my last year I would like to say that I will try to visit my home away from home, P.C.J.D.S., as often as possible. I hope when I visit I will get to see you there.
 
Sincerely,
Talia Sager
*********************************************

To Whom it may concern:

My name is Aaron Torop, and I am an 8th grader at the
Pinellas County Jewish Day School. I have grown up at the
day school, and I have no clue who I would be if it wasn't
for the day school. I have attended PCJDS since Kindergarten, and the friends I've made, and the person I've blossomed into have been shaped by PCJDS. My friends...wow. They are the nicest, funniest, most amazing and inspirational people in my life. I have grown up with them, and we are like one family. It is this family; this Jewish, blossoming, aspiring family, that is created only by PCJDS. They have helped me grow, mature, and succeed. PCJDS has shaped me into who I am today. I am a fun, athletic, Jewish kid with a questioning mind and a mind that is always hungry for knowledge. The teachers at PCJDS have challenged me and my peers to ask questions. They have supported us and encouraged us to do better. This school is my life. I have spent 8 hours, five days a week between August and May for the past nine years. This school has taken me, molded me, and now is sending me off into the world ready to succeed and to make a difference. The Jewish values that this school has given me are unparalleled by any other school in Pinellas County. I have grown up with these values, and they will be with me for the rest of my life.

As I walk the halls of PCJDS, I see all of the younger kids, playing, singing songs, laughing, learning, living, caring for one another and blossom as I have in the past nine years. And to think, for even one moment, that this school might close down, well, it brings tears to my eyes. All of my childhood: my memories, my laughs, all of the things I've learned, all of the amazing teachers that came to work for me and my friends, to teach us, and all of those teachers that cared about us, and
nurtured us, I can't imagine what would happen without PCJDS. This school has provided me with the greatest opportunity of my life because it prepared me to do well, and to speak out against injustice, and to make a change in the world. It takes Jewish kids, from all backgrounds, religious and not, all ethnicities and nationalities, together, forming unfathomable bonds of care and love. I would hate to see this wonderful opportunity go to waste. I want many others to have the unparalleled experience that I had at PCJDS, and for many others to follow in my footsteps. But that can only happen if parents, like you, realize that this education that is being offered at PCJDS is one of the best, and no other school can match the quality of teachers, Judaism, and discussions that take place in such a safe, nurturing environment. Recollecting all of my memories at PCJDS brings tears to my and my friends' eyes because we realize that we will never have such close bonds with anyone else. I hope that all Jewish kids have the opportunity that I have had at
PCJDS.

Sincerely,
Aaron Torop


